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I would like to take this time to wish Brett Walters a speedy recovery from a 
miss step he took in the arena at the NRHA Futurity, (not horse related).  Brett 
had surgery on December 5, 2012 to repair his knee.  He may be laid up for the 
next 6 months.   I’m sure he would love to hear from everyone.    Address:  2580 
E State Rd 10, Bourbon, IN  46524 
 
We wish to express our condolences to the Donahue Family on the passing of 
Jason's Grandmother and mother of Molly Donahue.  Jason's grandmother was 
101 and passed away at home.   Cards can be sent to 510 Railroad St, LeLand , IL 
60531 
  
The holidays are upon us, and so is the mad rush to get everything done.   
Please take the time to consider attending the Annual Meeting/ Awards 
banquet this year on January 27th. We will have a guest speaker, Allen Mitchels 
, who for 20 years was head of the NRHA judges committee.  Allen will show a 
video on what the judges look for - the good, the bad, and the ugly.  There will 
be a question and answer session along with up close time with a judge and 
past president of the NRHA.  The ticket price is reasonable for a brunch, a small 
clinic and a short annual meeting to meet your directors and to get input for the 
upcoming show season. 
  
Becky Ruehle will be there taking pictures and during brunch running  a slide 
show of the action and win pictures that were taken over the past show season.   
If you missed an opportunity to purchase a shot you can do so at the banquet.  
  
We also will have a silent auction and many of the items will be on our face 
book page to view ahead of time or bid if you are unable to attend. These items 
will also be on the home page of the clubs web site. Some items are custom and 
will be added to the site as they become available. What a better way to spend 
a Sunday than with your reining friends at the MWRHA banquet.   Please make 
an effort to support the club. We tried to make the location as central and easy 
for all of our members. Hope to see you there.  
  
Also this year we will have a major incentive for members who sell ads to the 
Directory.  Watch for the updates. 
  
Happy Holidays to All, Kathy  



Check out our website!    MWRHA.com 

If you received this newsletter in the mail MWRHA 

does not have your email information if you 

would like to send us your email contact 

     Midwest Reining Horse Association Jodi at (309) 251-5645 or jodis@mailptg.com.

DIRECTORY SPONSORSHIP 2013 
  
  
Let’s get a head start for this year’s directory. Rates 
are as follows: 
  
Full Page Color prime spots (covers and center fold) 
$500. That includes color on the web site, banner 
display at all the shows, (they supply the banner) & 
announcements at all the shows. 
  
Full Page Black & White $250.00 that includes web 
site, banner display at all the shows (they supply 
banner) & announcements at all the shows. 
  
Full Page Black & White $125.00. Announcements 
at all the shows. 
  
Quarter page Black & White $75.00. 
Announcements at all the shows. 
  
Business Card Ad $50.00 with announcements at all 
the shows. 
  

Watch for possible incentives. 



  
 

   

In the Spotlight with Gigi Challas  
 
IF WE STARTED THE STORY LIKE THIS.... this story contains a Buffalo, a Queen, and a Donkey, how is it going to end?  

Let's get started!    
 
NAME:  Georgianne Challas  
FROM:  Beecher, Illinois 
OWNER/OPERATOR:  Challas Quarter Horses 
 
Catching up with fellow MWRHA board member 
and NRHA Liaison Gigi Challas, at a horse show 
isn't always easy, (Gigi sometimes brings as 
many as 4 horses to a show) but at Roscoe this 
year we finally caught up with her and had the  
opportunity to get to know a little about Gigi.  
In 2012 Gigi has been showing her gelding  
Tum Tack and earned a MWRHA Championship 
in Rookie II. Gigi's mare Ms Smoken Nu Tucker 
also tied for fourth in Rookie II and finished 4th  
in Novice Non Pro I.    Congratulations Gigi!    
    picture courtesy of Ruehle Photographix 

Gigi comes from a horse show background and as a youth had the opportunity to show AQHA and travel across the 
country earning numerous titles, State Championships, Congress wins.  She has had many World Show qualifiers, and 
many honor roll titles.    She has even earned over 1000 AQHA points on one special mare.    More recently Gigi qualified 
for the Bayer Select Show.  In 2011 she qualified Tum Tack for the RAF and the NAAC.  In 2011 Tum was Reserve 
Champion for MWRHA in Rookie I.  This year both horses Tum and Smoke were qualified in Novice Horse Non Pro and 
Rookie II for the RAF and NAAC.   
 
MWRHA:  When did you first decide to ride reining?  
GIGI:  Even though I showed halter, performance and even some speed events, deep down inside I was always a 
frustrated reiner..... wanting the reining horse, and back then .... it did not resemble today's reiners :-)  I was 12 years old 
when I rode my first reiner.  It was a feeling I never forgot.  But it wasn't until a few years ago that I got started showing 
in some MWRHA shows and NRHA Events.   

 
MWRHA:   What is your favorite funny story with/about your horse?   
GIGI:  Well..... Tum Tack is really a ham... and loves attention.  If you play with his nose he smiles or turns his lip up at 
you.... he always does this during "bit check" as if he were saying "I liked that ride" and he often makes the judge chuckle 
or smile back.   
 
MWRHA:  How long have you been reining?   
GIGI:  That's a tough question.... because I think reining is always a part of our everyday riding.  "The actual reining show 
pen" I have been actively showing the last 3 years.   
 
MWRHA:  Do you have a trainer?   
GIGI:   No, I do not have a trainer. I watch and try to absorb as much as I can at the horse shows.  I view any live web casts 
of the big shows.   But, I must say this year I have met some of our MWRHA trainers and I must thank them for helpful 
hints and advice along the way.  I believe from showing so extensively in my younger years and having the exposure to so 
many great showmen and trainers that it enabled me to do the riding on my own horses today.  I do plan on seeking more 
knowledge for the new year.  I would love to become a stronger competitor in 2013.   

 



  
 
 
 

       picture courtesy of Ruehle Photographix      MWRHA:  What was your favorite show in 2012?   

   GIGI:  All the shows were Great and fun, but the  
   Roscoe show sticks out this year because for some  
   reason there was time to visit with and get to know  
   some of our members much better.   
 
   MWRHA:  What are your goals for 2013?   
   GIGI:  To improve both my horses as well as myself,  
   gain some consistency, and show my Gangster Chic filly. 
 
 
   MWRHA:  do you have any other animals? 
   (and so we explain the donkey)  
   GIGI:  Don't all horse people?  YES, I have 3 Australian 
   Shepherds, 3 barn cats and a donkey.  Don't forget.... 
    I also have a stallion and 4 broodmares.   
 
MWRHA:  What advice do you have for new people getting into reining?  
GIGI:  Seek the knowledge and enjoy the ride!    
 
 
MWRHA:   If you could pick ONE show that would be the 
ultimate to qualify for/attend what show would it be?   
GIGI:  Oklahoma Futurity Show - the experience is great! 
 
 
MWRHA:  how would you describe the sport of reining? 
GIGI:   Adrenalin Rush  
 
 
MWRHA:   What do you think is the best way to get new 
people involved in the sport of reining?  
GIGI:  I think a reiner gets people involved either visually 
(watching the pattern) or when a person actually sits  
on a reiner and feels that horse power, the ability, 
agility and all its movements ..... YOU ARE HOOKED.   
 
What about the queen? YES, it's Gigi! Gigi Challas was the ILLINOIS 
QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION QUEEN!  ...... and pictured here on 
 a Buffalo... One day I hope she'll explain all this!   
 
     
Thanks Gigi for taking the time to help us make an interesting newsletter! 
Its been a pleasure to get to know you and we hope to spend quality time 
 with you in 2013. 



Guest Speaker:  
 
Allen Mitchels, NSBA Vice President and 
NSBA Chairman of Judges has been 
honored to judge numerous World 
Championships, The Quarter Horse 
Congress, The Dixie National 
Championship, as well as major 
performance futurities and maturities in 
over a dozen different countries 
worldwide.  Allen is a past NRHA 
President, past NRHA Director of Judges 
and holds judges’ cards with NRHA, 
AQHA, NCHA, NSBA, and NRCHA.   
 

Midwest Reining Horse Association 
2012 Year End Awards Banquet 

Sunday, January 27, 2013 

11:00 a.m. Brunch 

$25.00/adult  

$14.00/13 and under 

Kids under 4 eat free 

Joliet Country Club 

1009 Spencer Rd. 

Joliet, IL (off I80) 
 

 

 

Reservations for 2012 Awards Banquet  
please have reservations in by January 1, 2013  

 
    Mail form to  
Name: ____________________________________ MWRHA  
    C/O  Jodi Summer  
# of Adults _____________@$25.00   31569 Irish Lane  
    Eureka, IL   61530  
# of kids under 13____________@ $14.00    
    Questions (309) 251-5645 or   
 AMOUNT ENCLOSED     email jodis@mailptg.com 



OPEN                                                            

Champion Mike Davis                                     

Reserve Jordan Kole Price 

 

INTERMEDIATE OPEN                                               

Champion Jordan Kole Price                 

Reserve Tawney Denn 

       

LIMITED OPEN                                        

Co- Champions Jordan Kole Price  

and Marcus Corey Wilson  

 

ROOKIE PROFESSIONAL                     

Champion Marcus Corey Wilson                     

Reserve Lori Nelson  

 

NOVICE HORSE OPEN I                

Champion Lori Nelson                           

Reserve Jose Vazquez    

  

NOVICE HORSE OPEN II                      

Champion Jose Vazquez                                  

Reserve Lori Nelson 

  

NON PRO                                                           

Champion Mariana Vazquez                            

Reserve Tricia Jaeger 

  

INTERMEDIATE NON PRO                   

Co-Champions Tricia Jaeger                        

and Quinn Selner  

                        

LIMITED NON PRO                           

Champion Quinn Selner                           

Reserve Tricia Jaeger  

PRIME TIME NON PRO                              

Champion Ron Anderson                                

Reserve Larry McCollough  

 

NOVICE NON PRO 1                                

Champion Quinn Selner                                  

Reserve Jose Vazquez  

 

NOVICE NON PRO II                                   

Champion Jose Vazquez                       

Reserve Quinn Selner  

 

ROOKIE I                                                     

Champion Bryan Fleck                                    

Reserve Linda Elder  

 

ROOKIE II                                  

Champion Gigi Challas                            

Reserve Larry McCollough  

 

YOUTH 14-18                             

Champion Abbie Weyeneth                     

Reserve Emily Morris  

 

YOUTH 13 & UNDER                        

CO-Champions  

Oscar Munoz and  

Mariana Vazquez     

     

GREEN REINER I                    

Champion Kara Lande           

Reserve Kara Lande 

 

GREEN REINER II        

Champion Kara Lande         

Reserve Joyce Nuernberger  

 

GREEN HORSE                       

Champion Kerry Fagerstrom            

Reserve Megan DeWell  



2013 Officer and Board member ballot 

X PRESIDENT:  Kathy Dam 

X VICE PRESIDENT: Tawney Denn 

X TREASURER: Dottie Smith 

X SECRETARY:  Jodi Summer  (NRHA Liaison)

BOARD MEMBERS: 

X Albert Burton, Youth Contact 

X Gigi Challas 

 

X Ed Gomez 

X Lori Hedges 

X Martin Melgoza 

X Gary Todd 

Norbert Glynn

As Barry Fagerstrom steps down, MWRHA would like to thank him for his dedication to the 2012 board!   

Ballot can be mailed to MWRHA or taken to the Awards Banquet 

MIDWEST REINING HORSE ASSOCIATION 

C/O Jodi Summer 

31569 Irish Lane 

Eureka, IL  61530 



A Thank You to Our Web Designer 
   
MWRHA would like to extend our gratitude and future happiness to Kea Runyan, our web designer. Due to 
new family obligations, as of the beginning of January, is stepping down from her web design business.  Kea 
was instrumental in bringing our web site to a professional status and we will be forever grateful.   Kea worked 
very hard with our members and our printer, converting many of the ads you see in the MWRHA Directory and 
on the web site.  She spent a lot of time helping out our club and we appreciate all her help.  Kea will continue 
to show and be a member but her main focus is now with her family.   We hope to see Kea encouraging her 
son in the short stirrup classes and wish her the best.  
  
Thank you from all of us, we could not have done this without you.  
  
MWRHA Board 
 

Pictured below Kea, Olin, Matt, & JD Runyan with Doug Bogart and JD's trusty steed, Catalena  Cutter.  



 

CLASSIFIEDS (contact Kathy or Jodi if you'd like to include an ad to our website or newsletter)  

 

FOR  SALE 
Blood lines of Peptoboonsmal, Doc’s Stylish Oak, Gunsmoke, Gangster Chic 
NRHA eligible 2yr olds, NRBC eligible 3yr olds, and Broke aged horses for sale as well. 
Call for more information to:   Challas Quarter Horses (708) 476-0461 
 

FOR   SALE  
The Vazquez's are selling a great horse Juiced Up Doc.  Lifetime earnings $160,000 and he is still 
showing great.   Mariana just showed in the youth at NAAC and was  5th out of 60. He is a great horse 
and would make a wonderful addition to a youth, rookie, limited and intermediate non pro. Call for 
more information 773-251-6892 or email  mariana_vazquez_13@hotmail.com   

(photo courtesy of Reuhle Photgraphix ) 

 
HAIDAS LIL OKIE with Jamie Miller , South of the Border 2012!   
Okie is looking handsome while his mom celebrates a 71!    



Midwest Reining Horse Association  
Board members  

 
 
PRESIDENT:  Kathy Dam       708.380.2364 
VICE PRESIDENT: Tawney Denn        847.863.6654 
SECRETARY:  Jodi Summer       309.251.5645 
TREASURER:  Dottie Smith       219.742.0122 
 
BOARD MEMBERS:  
Albert Burton, YOUTH CONTACT      847.226.0031 
Gigi Challas, NRHA LIAISON       708.476.0461 
Barry Fagerstom                                 815.239.1574      
Ed Gomez        630.638.4951 
Lori Hedges       217.801.1630 
Martin Melgoza       708.525.0166 
Gary Todd       815.459.3487 


